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Lool\mg at cocducntxon as a wholc it is most
surprising that it has worked so well. Perhaps the
only objection that may be made from men's point
of view to coeducation in America is that it has
succeeded only too- well and that the proportion
of women students is increasing too steadily. Not
only is the number of cocducational colfeges in-
creasing, but the number of women relatively to
the number of men is increasing also. In 189
there were studying in cocducational colleges
16,959 men and'7,929 women ; or womnien, in other
words, formed 31.9 per cent. of the whole body
of students. In 1808 there were 28,823 men and
16,284 women studying in coeducational colleges,
women forming 36.1 per cent, of the whole body
of students. Between 1890 and 1898 men in co-
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cducational colleges have increased 70.0 per cent,,
but women in coeducational colleges have in-
creased 105.4 per cent. There is every reason to
suppose that this increase of women will con-
tinue. Alrcady girls form 56.5 per cent. of the
pupils in all secondary schools and 13 per cent.
of the girls enrollied and only 10 per cent. of the
boys enrolled graduate from the public high
schools. It is sometimes said that men students,
as a rule, dislike the presence of women, and
in especial that they are unwilling to compete
for prizes against women for the very reason
that the average standing of women is higher
than their own. If there is any force in this
statement, however, it would seem that men should
increase less rapidly in coeducational colleges than
in separate colleges for men. The reverse, how-
ever, is the case. During the eight years from
1890 to 1898 men have increased in coeducational
colleges 70,0 per cent., but in separate colleges
for men only 34.7 per cent. This is all the more
remarkable, because in the separate colleges for
men are included the large undergraduate depart-
ments of Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia and
the University of Pennsylvania. It is women
who have shown a preference for separate educa-
tion; women have increased mire rapidly in
separate colleges for women than in coeducational
colleges.



